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Summer School and CIVICUS Youth Assembly here for the first time 


Russ COOPER 


This August, Concordia looked as busy 
as it usually does post-Labour day as 
451 people aged 15 to 35 descended for 
the seventh Institut du Nouveau Monde 
(INM) Summer School. 

This marked the first time the Institute, 
dedicated to justice and social inclusion, 
open-mindedness and innovative think- 
ing, held its summer school at an English 
university. 

Built around an educational program 
of sessions, debates and workshops, the 
four-day conference, held August 12 
to 15, welcomed a wide range of guest 
speakers such as Bloc Québecois leader 
Gilles Duceppe, journalist and feminist 
Geneviéve Saint-Germain, and author 


and musician Biz to encourage active citi- 
zenship among the participants. 

Shortly after, between Aug. 18 and 20, 
120 participants came to Concordia for 
the CIVICUS Youth Assembly. For its 
third edition, the Youth Assembly was 
part of the larger World Assembly of 
CIVICUS, an international alliance dedi- 
cated to strengthening citizen action and 
civil society. 

In connection to the Summer School, 
President Judith Woodsworth was inter- 
viewed for the INM’s newsletter which 
was inserted in the Aug. 14 subscriber's 
issue of Le Devoir. 

These events are the ideal opportunity 
to link our innovative research with an 
international community of international 
and emerging world leaders. 
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NEW SCHOOL YEAR, NEW OPPORTUNITIES 


Message from Judith Woodsworth, 
President and Vice-Chancellor 

The halls and streets are once again teem- 
ing with new and returning students, staff 
and faculty. | 

As we anticipate the opportunities and 
challenges of the year ahead, we also take 
stock of some of the strides we have made 
in recent times. Research funding from 
government granting councils has in- 
creased by 28% over the last five years, a 
faster pace than at comparable Canadian 
universities. And year after year, we re- 
ceive high marks for student satisfaction. 

For eight days this past spring, the 
campus was abuzz as we hosted the 
annual Canadian Congress of the 
Humanities and Social Sciences. The 
largest Congress in history, it was 
also judged by many participants to 
have been the best. It brought acute 
awareness of Concordia’s urban, cutting 
edge character to nearly 9 000 delegates, 
and also a sense of profound pride to 
Concordians, one of whom described 
the event as “our Expo ‘67”. 

I am immeasurably proud of these ac- 
complishments and deeply grateful to all 
the members of the Concordia commu- 
nity who have played a part. 

Wewillcontinueto share our knowledge 
worldwide with our leadership in Open 
Access. Locally, we'll do the same through 


and values of Indigenous people. comcorDiA UNIVERSITY 


a variety of initiatives - the latest being 
a unique partnership with Bibliothéque 
et Archives nationales du Québec. The 
fourth President’s Conference will be held 
at the Grande Bibiliothéque on St. Denis 
St. this October, allowing Concordia 
researchers to present their vision of 
Montréal to the general public. 

To enhance university-wide communi- 
cation, we are introducing a series of meet- 
ings called “Open To Question” at which 
senior administrators and other Concordia 
experts will address a range of topics in con- 
versation with the Concordia community. 


IT IS MONDAY, AND 
WELCOME BACK 


A new publication date, new e-newsletter and different look — 
on and off-line 


This summer, we spent a lot of time thinking about how best to reach people who care 
about Concordia, both on campus and off. 

We've always wanted to communicate your energies, aspirations, discoveries and success- 
es, and we certainly have. But now were looking at new ways to bring our fascinating and in- 
novative projects together from across the university. You're reading the result of lots of con- 
versations, imagination and hard work from a group of dedicated individuals who want this 
paper to represent the values and heartbeat of Concordia. As you can see, we've revamped 
our look with bigger, more dynamic pictures and a mix of features and briefs. 

This paper is one piece of a larger puzzle. You'll find us on the stands every second 
Monday throughout the academic year. On Wednesdays you'll receive breaking news 
and headlines, or follow-ups to announcements in the paper in the weekly now news- 
letter. Look for these symbols te $ oe and click the Journal logo on the new now 
website (now.concordia.ca) for additional video and audio content. 

In addition to features like Class Action, which present innovative teaching practices 
and courses, and special issues intended to demonstrate how a single subject is addressed 
in multiple ways across departments and faculties, we're launching a series of new, rotat- 
ing features to go with our new look. 

In Conversation will put two experts together on a single question to share their ob- 
servations and opinions. We will also allow faculty, staff and students to show off their 
natural habitat — everything from the secret spot they have found to unwind to the site 
of their participatory observation research project. We'll be showcasing the work our 
researchers produce, including inviting profs to comment on results, methodologies or 
material excerpted from their work. And we have other surprises in store. 

Of course, to make room for all of this, we've had to move some things out of the pa- 
per. You'll find a few select events in these pages, and a more complete list on now under 
upcoming events. Similarly, In Memoriam announcements will be online only. 

All of this begins and ends with you. We need your information on publications and 
events, your suggestions and your ideas. Let us know about stellar research undertaken 
by faculty or students, grad or undergrad, and about projects you're involved in that 
bring Concordia’s values into the community. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

Karen Herland, Editor, Publications 

cjournal@alcor.concordia.ca 


And, as you can tell as you read this, 
we've also redesigned the way Concord- 
ians find out about what's happening. Our 
news site Now.Concordia.ca, our weekly 
email newsletter Now and the Concordia 
Journal have a renewed, contemporary 
look with improved interactivity to gath- 
er your comments and ideas. 

We'll strengthen our commitment to- 
ward our community with two recently 
launched initiatives. The Concordia Lead- 
ership, Initiative, and Volunteer Engage- 
ment (LIVE) Centre will give students, staff 
and faculty unequalled access to volunteer 





experiences. We are also introducing the 
Co-Curricular Record ~ a formal transcript 
of students’ volunteer activities to supple- 
ment their academic transcript, recogniz- 
ing the value of community engagement 
and giving them a leg up in their future 
search for employment. 

The coming year is about moving 
forward, achieving our goals and 
envisioning our future. Theres no better 
time to seize the opportunities it presents 
than now. I invite you all to join me in 
making our community, and our world, a 
better place - right now. 





FACULTY OF 
FINE ARTS 
APPLICATIONS 


FACULTY OF 
ENGINEERING AND 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 
APPLICATIONS 


UNDERGRADUATE 
APPLICATIONS 


GRADUATE 
APPLICATIONS 





SINCE CONCORDIA DOES NOT REQUIRE CONFIRMATION OF ACCEPTANCE, 
THESE FIGURES MAY CHANGE AS THE SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS. 





New book presents 
advantages of 
exploring multiple 
methodologies on 
research problems 


d 

Ir 
It is no secret that academia can be a 
competitive environment with positions, 
resources and funding opportunities in 
short supply. It’s a culture that can lead 
researchers to insist that their approach is 
superior and most worthy of recognition. 

Against that backdrop, projects like 
the recently published Working Together: 
Collective Action, the Commons and Mul- 
tiple Methods in Practice are a welcome 
relief, both for their content and intellec- 
tual rigour. 

Amy Poteete, political science profes- 
sor, is one of the three co-authors of the 
volume which argues, through case stud- 
ies and meta-analysis, for the advantages 
of exploring multiple methodologies in 
addressing research problems. The book 
addresses both the positive outcomes, 
and potential pitfalls of the decision to 
take methodological risks. 

Poteete’s years of field analysis on natu- 
ral resource management, primarily in 
Botswana, was combined with the analy- 
sis of co-authors Marco Janssen, a math- 
ematician with expertise in agent-based 
modeling, and Nobel laureate Elinor Os- 
trom founder and senior research direc- 
tor of the Workshop in Political Theory 
and Policy Analysis at Indiana University 
Bloomington. 

The three met at that interdisciplinary 
research centre, while Poteete and Jans- 
sen were completing post-docs about 
a decade ago. “We were both doing our 
separate thing, working with Lin,” recalls 
Poteete. It was Os- 
trom who recog- 
nized that the two 
were working on 
similar puzzles in- 
volving natural re- _ 
sources, although == 
Jannsen’s work 
was based on computer modelling and 
Poteete was writing extensively about her 
field research. 

Ostrom proposed the three collaborate 
on a meta-analysis of methodological prac- 
tices and a synthesis of theoretical develop- 
ments in research on collective action for 
natural resource management. The result 
of that undertaking, Working Together, was 
published this year by Princeton University 
Press. The title of the project reflects the 
content of the research, but also the experi- 
ence of the project. 
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Political science professor Amy Poteete points out the site of her most recent research trip on a map of Botswana. 


Although Ostrom was clearly the most 
practiced of the three researchers, the 
work benefited from their combined en- 
ergy. “It would have been difficult for Lin 
and Marco to have done that research 
without me, and difficult for Marco and 
me to do it without her,’ says Poteete re- 
flecting on the range of experience and 
specialization the three brought to the 
project. “We were aided because we came 
together on common research questions.’ 

The three met in a research environ- 
ment that stresses the importance of how 
research is done as much as on results. 


WORKING TOGETHER ADDRESSES BOTH THE POSITIVE 
OUTCOMES, AND POTENTIAL PITFALLS OF THE 
DECISION TO TAKE METHODOLOGICAL RISKS 


Poteete found the environment rich for 
exposing researchers to different meth- 
ods and practices. “Status didn't matter, 
we were all learning about research.’ 

The opportunity to meet researchers 
using a range of approaches and ideas 
is rare. In some contexts, Janssen found 
himself caught between social scientists 
who did not understand his mathemati- 
cal models and computer scientists who 
were wary of his ongoing work in the so- 
cial sciences. Poteete added, “I have had 
that experience with people from other 


disciplines when after 30 minutes or an 
hour you realize you are talking past each 
other. After a while, you get used to the 
experience of using the same terms and 
finding they have different meanings.” 

She acknowledges that some research- 
ers may engage with others outside of their 
field at conferences or workshops, but ul- 
timately they rely on their own familiar 
methods and practices when it comes to 
publishing and presenting their work. 

Poteete herself has begun to move out 
of her own comfort zone in her research, 
partly influenced by the project. Having 
worked extensively 
on natural resource 
management poli- 
cy, her recent work 
in Botswana (she 
was just there this 
summer) led her 
to consider how 
policy is applied, which in turn has led her 
to research electoral politics. 

This then led her to consider how dif- 
ferent forms of party politics (single party 
strongholds vs. regions of oppositional 


’ politics) may or may not impact policy 


adoption and, ultimately resource alloca- 
tion and management. In a recent article, 
Poteete traced the interaction between 
shifts in the competitiveness of elections 
and policies in Botswana. The article, 
entitled “Is Development Path Depen- 
dent or Political? A Reinterpretation 


of Mineral-Dependent Development in 
Botswana, won the Dudley Seers Memo- 
rial Prize for Volume 45 of the Journal of 
Development Studies. To further test her 
theories (and her ideas about methodolo- 
gies), she will be comparing her findings 
in Botswana with those in Senegal and 
Tanzania in future research. 

She recognizes she'll need partners and 
support while working there, “I've accu- 
mulated a depth of experience in Botswa- 
na since the 90s. I’m not going to acquire 
that in a couple of trips.” 

These kinds of shifts in focus, direction 
and need for seeking out expertise else- 
where all have the potential to deepen a 
researcher’s work, but also take time that 
is not always available in the competitive 
halls of departments. Poteete would like 
to see that change. 

Poteete recalled a grant available when 
she was a doctoral student at Duke Uni- 
versity that specifically funded an ex- 
tra year of study for the student to take 
on additional methodological train- 
ing and challenges. The student's in- 
stitution had to allow the extra time 
such an undertaking would require. 
Although Poteete recognizes that dem- 
onstrating the importance of multidis- 
ciplinary work is not a new concept, she 
hopes that the arguments in Working To- 
gether help reinforce the message so that 
more funding bodies will offer programs 
like that one. 
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HERE COME THE SONS 


NSERC Solar Building Research Network celebrates five years of groundbreaking 
research alongside the accomplishments of two PhD candidates 


CLEA DESJARDINS 


The five-year anniversary of the Con- 
cordia-based NSERC Solar Building Re- 
search Network has given Luis Candane- 
do and his older brother José ample cause 
to celebrate. The brothers’ involvement 
with solar research dates back to the early 
days of the network, established in 2005. 
They both began pursuing PhDs on the 
subject with SRBN director and Faculty 
of Engineering and Computer Science 
Professor, Andreas Athienitis. 

Having already completed a master's 
at Concordia on moisture-related build- 
ing issues, Luis decided that he wanted 
to broaden his research. He explains, “I 
knew studying solar energy could even- 
tually give me the opportunity to work 
anywhere in the world because there is 
sun everywhere!” 

It wasn't long before José, who had al- 
ready finished a master’s at McGill Uni- 
versity prior to rejoining the workforce 
at a hydroelectric company back in the 
Candanedos’ native Panama, chose to 
join him. 

Now well advanced in their doctoral 
research within Concordias Department 
of Building, Civil and Environmental 


Engineering, the Candanedo brothers 
are studying how best to integrate solar 
energy into today’s energy-hungry build- 
ings. For Luis, this means researching 
how building-integrated open loop air- 
based photovoltaic/thermal systems can 
be incorporated as the exterior layer of 
a building. Luis also examines how these 
systems recover thermal energy, which 
can then be used for space heating, do- 
mestic water heating and possibly even 
for cooling. 

José, taking a different approach to the 
use of solar energy, has focused on con- 
trol methodologies for solar-optimized 
homes. He studies how active and passive 
solar energy building technologies and 
design techniques can substantially re- 
duce energy consumption. His research 
has the potential to be applied in both 
net-zero energy residential buildings 
such as those created through CMHC's 
EQuilibrium housing project, as well as 
in commercial buildings that integrate 
solar power into their design, like Con- 
cordia’s own MB Building. 

Already garnering praise for his re- 
search, José was named recipient of the 
second best paper award at the High 
Performance Buildings Conference at 


Purdue University in July, for an essay 
entitled “Simplified Linear Models for 
Predictive Control of Advanced Solar 
Homes with Passive and Active Thermal 
Storage.” The paper describes the applica- 
tion of simple physical models to antici- 
pate the response of a house to expected 
weather patterns, and thus enable a more 
effective use of passive solar gains. 

“These buildings are very well insu- 
lated with big south-facing windows,’ 
José explains. “If you are not careful, you 
could overheat your home with passive 
solar energy and accidentally convert it 
into a greenhouse. My paper looked at 
how to keep indoor temperature fluctua- 
tions within a comfortable range while 
benefiting from the gathered solar ener- 
gy. José’s paper also investigated the use 
of smart predictive controls to plan the 
operation of a hot water tank heated with 
a building-integrated renewable energy 
system. 

Last week, Luis’s progress as a PhD 
candidate also marked a milestone: the 
successful defense of his thesis. And 
while Luis geared up for the culmination 
of his doctoral studies, the NSERC Solar 
Buildings Research Network that framed 
the research of the Candanedo brothers 





José and Luis Candanedo both have 
bright futures. concoro 


opened its doors for a special workshop to 
mark its five-year anniversary. Research- 
ers, industrial partners and potential new 
collaborators came together to discuss 
new research and development initia- 
tives. Lively panel discussions related to 
major research areas gave the rapt audi- 
ence—including José and Luis—the op- 
portunity to envision applications of the 
SBRN’s work and to discuss the develop- 
ment of new research projects. With José 
planning to finish his thesis by early 2011, 
the next phase of work and research for. 
the Candanedo brothers is just as bright 
as that of solar buildings in Canada. 


Summer institute gets high marks from school administrators 


CONCORDIA CHOSEN TO DESIGN CONTENT OF FIVE-DAY SEMINAR 


MicHAEL KEEGAN 





Current and potential school administrators gave a glowing report card to an innovative 
and intensive development program held this summer and Concordia was responsible 
for its content. 

The second edition of the Québec Institute for Lead Learners (QuILL) took place July 5 
to 9 at the Hétel La Sapiniére in Val David, Qué., under the theme “Educational Leader- 
ship in Changing Times.” 

QuILL is a five-day, 30-hour seminar for current and aspiring leaders in school ad- 
ministration. Principals, head teachers, advisors and consultants can take part in this 
summer institute that allows participants to expand their skill sets and develop their tool 
kits in a retreat setting. Sixteen “lead learners” took part in this year’s week-long event. 

QuILL is an initiative of the Leadership Committee for English Education in Quebec 
(LCEEQ), a professional community advancing English-language education in the prov- 
ince. As with similar associations in other provinces, it supports innovative minority 
language programs using funds designated for the purpose under the Official Languages 
Act. The LCEEQ subsidizes QuILL, waiving all registration fees, so participants pay only 
for accommodations and meals. 

This year, Concordia was awarded the contract to set the program for the week. The 
university's School of Extended Learning (SEL) took on the task, designing the themes, 
organizing the content and collaborating with LCEEQ to recruit the presenters. 

Richard Bastien, Director of Special Projects at SEL, said, “To be administering a 
school these days is to be administering change.” With that in mind, each day was orga- 
nized around a theme, “and each dealt with a different aspect of change.” These included 
managing resources, governance and control, and transforming school culture. 

Bastien said participant feedback was extremely positive. Everyone seemed very 
pleased with the “world-class local and international presenters” who were recruited. 
These included Michel Magnan, professor and Lawrence Bloomberg Chair in Accoun- 
tancy at the John Molson School of Business. Magnan led the Wednesday workshop on 
governance — where participants enacted a Governing Board meeting — bringing a 
broader, business-oriented perspective to school administration. 

Participants appeared delighted with their week. They agreed that if repeated, they 
would recommend the project to a colleague. All involved expressed the hope that the 
positive word-of-mouth will help to establish the summer institute as an annual event. 

Kevin Boyle, senior school science teacher at Selwyn House School, said, “Presenta- 





Richard Bastien (left) leads a discussion during the Quebec Instititute for Lead Learners. 
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tions were clear and enlivening. Questions were answered completely. The “role playing” 
of the Governing Board meeting felt intensely real. It was emotionally educational, and I 
will remember it for the rest of my life.” 

Lise Huppler, a learning specialist at Lower Canada College, said, “The speakers were 
truly excellent. I feel inspired and energized. I have quadrupled my tool kit. As a young 
teacher, I came here with ideas, and I feel that I am leaving with action plans.’ 

John Ryan, coordinator at LCEEQ, who acted as host for the week, said Concordia'’s 
involvement gave the institute “a very professional air about it. It was a very intense week, 


a very well put-together program.’ 





New services highlight community action 


Concordia’ strong commitment to com- 
munity engagement was further so- 
lidified with the recent unveiling of two 
brand new initiatives. 

For students, staff and faculty who 
want to get involved as volunteers at 
home or abroad, the Leadership, Initia- 
tive, and Volunteer Engagement (LIVE) 
Centre offers information, advice and op- 
portunities. 

The university is also paving the way 
as the first post-secondary institution in 
Quebec to implement an online co-cur- 
ricular record, a transcript of on-campus 
Concordia-generated activities, which 
will complement existing academic tran- 
scripts. 

“These projects really show how the 
university is establishing community en- 
gagement as a priority,’ says Dean of Stu- 
dents Elizabeth Morey, whose office has 
overseen the creation of both (see Jour- 
nal, April 29, 2010 for background). “We 
are helping to make that verbal commit- 
ment into a reality.” 

LIVE Centre Coordinator Valerie Mil- 
lette says misconceptions about getting 
involved abound. 

“People think all volunteering requires 
a commitment of several hours a week. 
While volunteers may get more from 
longer engagements, there are many one- 
time events which can fit into almost ev- 
eryone’s schedule,’ she says, pointing to 
group volunteering events planned for 
the fall, which take half a day. 

Millette and a team of volunteer am- 
bassadors working in H-608-2 will act as 
a resource for members of the Concordia 


— 





are recognizing non-academic efforts. con: 


community who need help finding the 
right opportunity or who have questions 
or concerns about the process. 

Students who want to tailor their expe- 
rience can set up an appointment to dis- 
cuss strategic volunteering and how they 


UNIVERSITY ORCHESTRATES 
MOVE OF MUSIC DEPARTMENT 


Students and faculty will benefit from state-of-the-art facilities 


Sound carries and bounces, is drowned 
out and can be too pitchy, as those who 
watch any of the Idol franchise know. 

So, when plans were developed for 
the Department of Music's move to the 
8 floor of the MB Building, faculty and 
facilities experts worked closely with ac- 
oustician Steve Davidson. 

“None of the walls are at right angles,” 
says Paul Fournier, Manager of Planning 
and Academic Facilities for the Fine 
Arts Faculty, pointing to the panels that 
wing, undulate and slope around and 
above each room. These panels, quieter 
ventilation systems encased in bulkheads 
and double exterior walls were among 
the elements Davidson suggested to 
ensure the purity of sound produced in 
the seven classrooms, four studios and 19 
practice spaces. The latter will be available 
24/7 for students to work in, individually 
or in groups. 


Some classroom walls have built-in 
storage under the bulkheads and sound 
muffling panels line interior walls. Ex- 
terior walls have heavy drapery to cover 
hard/flat glass windows. Even the extra- 
wide student lockers (to accommodate 
guitars or tubas) were installed with rub- 
ber fixtures to absorb the noise of ran- 
dom slams. 

Each room has doors heavy enough 
to require four $r five hinges and walls 
made of cinderblocks, encased in mul- 
tiple layers of drywall. The space lost to 
extra-thick walls is more than made up 
for by the quality of the acoustics in the 
classrooms, four of which can function as 
makeshift recording studios and are also 
connected to a recording control room to 
feed into multi-channel mixers. 

Theatre and Contemporary Dance fa- 
cilities moved to the 7" floor of the MB 


_ Building from Loyola last year, when 
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LIVE Coordinator Valerie Millette and co-curricular record Project Coordinator Jasmine Stuart 


can gain valuable skills by approaching 
an organization with a specific project in 
mind. 

For those who want to get involved 
on campus, the co-curricular record will 
keep a tally of their leadership and vol- 


unteer experiences in an online database 
created by Orbis software. Each entry will 
be approved by a validator (often a club 
executive or staff member) and students 
will be required to identify learning out- 
comes, such as collaboration, planning, 
communication or multicultural aware- 
ness. 

“It can be tough to get the reference 
you need for your on-campus experience 
when you're applying for a job,’ says Jas- 
mine Stuart, who coordinates the project. 

Students will be able to print off their 
co-curricular record from their MyCon- 
cordia Portal with the option of selecting 
only certain activities if needed. 

With widespread success at schools 
across the United States, the co-curricu- 
lar record is slowly seeping into Canadian 
universities. 

Stuart predicts that it will soon be stan- 
dard nationwide. “It’s going to become 
one of those things that students expect 
to have,’ she says. “People are excited 
about it, saying, ‘Oh I wish we had this 
sooner? We have such vibrant student 
life on campus. Our students are very in- 


volved and they’re learning a lot.’ 


For those who are raring to go, Octo- 
ber’s Volunteer Awareness Month is sure 
to get you started. For information about 
introductory workshops and the Volun- 
teer and Leadership Fair on Oct. 7, visit- 
volunteer.concordia.ca. 

- To get involved with the LIVE Centre as 
a volunteer ambassador, email volunteer@ 
concordia.ca. For more about the co-cur- 
ricular record, information will be available 
soon at ccr.concordia.ca. 





— 


A Steinway piano waits in a newly designed classroom. All floors are wood to better transmit the 


sound of instruments such as pianos and cellos. CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


their digs were no longer available (see 
Journal, Sept. 17, 2009). 


The relocation project, funded 
primarily through the Knowledge 
Infrastructure Program, has _ also 


allowed the department to purchase new 
equipment and instruments, including 
21 new upright pianos and six grand 


pianos including a Steinway. Fine Arts 
Advisory member Erin Hogg, worked 
with Advancement to direct her annual 
donation toward this project. She 
generously supplied 12 keyboards to 
outfit a single classroom, a first for the 


university. 
— Karen Herland 
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SEE THE CITY 


New faculty discover their new home 


KAREN HERLAND te 


Most professors don't find themselves cy- 
cling across their new city with members 
of the administration as part of faculty 
orientation. 

But a group of new hires gamely 
mounted their own bikes or Bixis and 
headed out to the Botanical Gardens on 
Aug. 24 with Vice-Provost Teaching and 
Learning Ollivier Dyens and John Bent- 
ley of the Centre of Teaching and Learn- 
ing Services (CTLS), swinging by the 
Grand Bibliothéque and Parc Lafontaine 
along the way. 

“We wanted to show new professors 
what we like about Montreal,’ explained 
Dyens about how he and CTLS staff de- 
veloped this year's orientation program. 

“We realized that although we push for 
more creativity in teaching, our orienta- 
tion at Loyola last year just reproduced 
the classic conference type structure,’ 
said Dyens. So, to bring practice more in 
line with theory, a series of tours and vis- 
its across the city were discussed. 

New profs were also treated to a tour 
of St. Denis St. and the Jean-Talon mar- 
ket on Aug. 25 with the JMSBss Associate 
Dean of Academic Relations, Dominic 
Peltier-Rivest. “Many profs who come 
from the outside are worried they wont 
be understood because of the French,’ 
said Dyens about the decision to demys- 
tify Montreal's two solitudes. 

In fact, many of the professors who 
participated on the bike tour were excited 
about Montreal’s multicultural, bilin- 
gual character. The weather was ideal as 
the faculty crossed town to the east-end. 
Dyens pointed out the 185-acre facility's 
features. 

“T love it, love it, love it” said Louellyn 
White, who will be starting in the School 
of Community and Public Affairs new 
program in First People's Studies this year. 
“Nobody does this, I told friends at other 
schools and they were really impressed.’ 


Even the 45-minute ride didn't daunt 
her. “I’m so inspired to get in shape, I 
hope they do this again next year.” 

The tour also allowed professors from 
different departments and Faculties to 
get to know each other. Although their 
research interests ranged from the pure 
sciences to the social sciences to the arts, 
they found common ground comparing 
notes on postings and research interests. 
“It was also a way for them to meet us 
informally, instead of in the classical set- 
ting,” said Dyens. 

Of course, new faculty still need to 
know where to get their office keys and 
what resources exist on campus. New 
faculty will learn about those things, and 
meet other members of the administra- 
tion in a more formal day-long session on 
Sept. 1 at the Bois de Liesse park. 





Maisonneuve. 


Concordia. 





So why aren't you biking 
to Sir George? 


Downtown traffic is dangerous. 
Theres a _ bike 
the centre of the campus, right along De 


Can’t afford a bike. 
There are at least three Bixi stands within Quartier 





It’s not safe to lock-up downtown, thieves are 
everywhere. 

Good thing Allégo coordinator Allison Reid (shown 
at right) has worked to establish a parking program 
in the LB basement with room for 80 bikes. Just $30/ 
term provides any Concordian with a access to the 
parking garage and a key to the cage where the bikes 


Several of the nearly three dozen faculty members hired this year accepted Vice-Provost 
Ollivier Dyens’ invitation to tour the city on two wheels and bicycled to the Botanica’ Gardens. 


can be parked in an indoor, monitored environment. 
Reid explained that until recently cyclists could park 
downstairs for $1/day. However, when an automated 
system for payment was installed, cyclists had to rely 
on passing motorists to get them into the garage, 
and had no designated parking spot once inside. 


I get really hot cycling. 
The $30 membership includes access to the showers 
in Le Gym, just across the street. 


The program, supported by facilities management, 
is intended to address problems specific to down- 
town cycling that don't affect those at Loyola. 


Those wishing to purchase a pass should con- 
tact Reid at 2090 Mackay, Annex Z-305 on 
Wednesdays from 11 a.m.-l p.m., or schedule 
another time by calling ext. 5136 or emailing 
allego@alcor.concordia.ca 





SUGAR AND SPICE AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


KAREN HERLAND 


You would expect to find sugar in a 
galette, not a gallery. 

Almost by accident, artist Shelley 
Miller has refined sugar’s potential as 
an artistic medium able to mimic other 
substances, along with its symbolic 
evocation of domesticity, consumption 
and global exchange. 

This summer, almost a decade after she 
graduated from the MFA Open Media 
Program, the FOFA Gallery featured her 
work in a solo show. 

The FOFA show emphasized Miller's 
unusual medium with a series of edu- 
cational events. Young people from the 
Tyndale St. George's Community Centre 
were shown Miller’s work and then pro- 
duced their own designs in the courtyard 
outside of the Gallery. “Their program is 
really exciting and interesting,’ said Mill- 

r. “I love that they were able to use the 
exhibition as a springboard, and it was no 
longer just about me.’ 

Miller did participate in a “Meet and 
Treat” with Research Chair Satoshi Ikeda 
and chef Blake McKay. The discussion 
started around a table laden with ingre- 


dients for a batch of vegan cupcakes. “We 
were all really interested in each other's 
work,” said Miller of the discussion. “We 
started talking about where our food 
comes from and how it reaches us.” 

Asan art student in Calgary, Miller was 
always on the lookout for inexpensive, 
original materials. A friend who worked 
in a bakery called her to let her know that 
a huge tub of icing couldn't be used be- 
cause it had been improperly prepared. 

“I started working with sugar as a type 
of decoration, ref- 
erencing _— other 
types of decora- 
tion,” said Miller. 
Over time, she de- 
veloped the mate- 
rial’s relationship 
to female labour 
and to decora- 
tion. Miller pressed, sculpted, stacked 
and squeezed fondant, icing and sugar 
pastes into colorful works on gender rela- 
tions, weddings and a variety of domestic 
themes. 

After graduating from Concordia in 
2001, Miller travelled to India. Her audience 
there raised the wasteful aspect of using an 
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Artist Shelley Miller (above, left) discusses 
her work, and mixes up a batch of vegan 
cupcakes with local chef and educator Blake 
McKay (above). Members from the Tyndale St. 
George's Community Centre try sugar graffiti. 


edible material in artistic production. 

The challenge got Miller thinking of 
the disposable, non-essential role sugar 
plays in North American diets. 

“So J did a series of cake sculptures on 
themes of luxury and excess — casinos, 
sports cars, designer handbags, guilty 
shopping — the cycle of binging and 
purging, said Miller. 

Miller’s trip to India also pushed her 
beyond the interior aspects of decoration 
to exterior, large-scale works. She began 
decorating buildings with sugar in ways 
that mimic plaster and relief architectural 
works. 

A trip to Brazil (the world’s largest sug- 
ar exporter) in 2004 underscored sugar’s 


importance as an international commod- 
ity. The movement of goods (and labour) 
on a global scale led to the development 
of Cargo, a site-specific work displayed 
near the Darling Foundry in Griffintown. 

Designed in fondant and attached to an 
external wall with icing, the large-scale 
image (over 5 x 11 feet) was presented in 
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the form of a traditional ceramic azulejo. 

“Cargo refers to sugar and slavery. I 
tried to bring Montreal and Canada back 
into the triangle of the sugar trade,’ said 
Miller. 

Miller ensures that her work remains 
site-specific, a consideration in the public 
art project she is currently preparing for 
the Centre d’accueil Marcelle-Ferron in 
Brossard. 

Photos of Cargo’s existence were taken 
to document its (surprisingly brief) pres- 
ence, “It didn’t last long. It hadn't rained 
for weeks and then it rained the whole 
week.” 

One of the dozens of photos Miller took 
replaced the installation for the Mois de 
la Photo. That image earned the peoples 
choice award during the 2009 edition of 
the event. The work will remain up until 
2013. 

An interactive version of Cargo was 
installed in the FOFA Gallery, allowing 
the viewer to manipulate the individual 
tiles “I wanted to 
recreate the sense of 
movement and play,’ 
Miller said, referring 
to the ephemeral na- 
ture of the original 
work. 

In addition to the 
Brossard piece, Mill- 
er is working on a collaborative project 
geared toward youth to take place at To- 
ronto’s Harbourfront next summer. 

And after a decade of working with 
sugar, she’s not quite ready to cut it out of 
her diet. “I stopped saying I’m done with 
it. Every time I do, there are always a few 
things to explore.” 
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO DANCE 


Szporer wins Canada Council for the Arts award 





Still from Falling, choreography and performance by Jeff Hall. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN [= 
Filmmaker, journalist and teacher Philip 
Szporer is a veritable dance dervish: he 
often attends up to five productions a 
week, facilitates workshops internation- 
ally and has even appeared onstage as a 
performer. 

For his 30-year involvement in the 
dance community, he was honoured by 
the Canada Council for the Arts last July 
with the Jacqueline Lemieux Prize. 

Szporer, who has taught in the De- 
partment of Contemporary Dance since 
2003, was floored by the news. 

“I was both immediately humbled and 
happy. I was moved and touched,’ he says. 

The Concordia grad completed his BA 
in English literature in 1979 and returned 
for a graduate diploma in communica- 
tion studies a few years later. 

Initially, he made a career for himself in 
radio and print, working for CBC Radio, 
Radio-Canada, the BBC World Service 





and Radio Netherlands International as a 
commentator, producer and director. He 
was an arts writer for numerous publica- 
tions including, The Gazette, Village Voice 
and Hour, where he remains a columnist. 

Though Szporer travelled extensively as a 
lecturer, published book chapters and even 
worked early on delivering singing tele- 
grams, for him, everything fit together. 

“All roads lead to dance,’ he says. 

In 1999, he teamed up with fellow film- 
maker and Concordia alumna Marlene 
Millar to produce and direct films about 
dance. They founded Mouvement Perpé- 
tuel, a production company dedicated to 
the arts, shortly thereafter. 

They embarked on the idea of fol- 
lowing seven emerging choreographers 
from across the country, culminating in 
the 2004 film Moments in Motion, which 
was broadcast on Bravo! and screened 
at festivals worldwide. This year, he re- 
ceived funding from the Canada Council 
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Philip Szporer CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


to research a follow-up tracking the lives 
of the choreographers seven years later - 
the grant allowed him to be eligible for 
the Lemieux Prize. 

“Our collaboration works because we 
are able to feed each other and nourish 
each other?’ he says of working with Mil- 
lar. “We bring in influences from our own 
experiences and other connections.” 

The prolific duo has created nearly 
15 award-winning films in just over 
a decade, including The Hunt, Butte 
and Falling. Montrealers may recognize 


SUMMER CINEMA HIGHLIGHTS 


While Joni Mitchell lamented the fact that 
they paved paradise and put up a parking 
lot, the folks over at Pigeon Hole Renew- 
al had the opposite idea in mind. 

To celebrate the second year of their 
revamped park in Old Montreal — the 
former site of Canada’s first multi-storey 
car garage — films by graduating film 
production students lit up the outdoor 
screen in early August. 

Students Julie-Christine Parent and 
Francois Jaros gathered friends and some 
films for the night. “We had the occasion- 
al car headlights but it added to the fun. It 
felt like a drive-in. It gets back to the pure 





images from Quarantaine, the Festival 
international du film sur lart used a still 
from the film on its poster this year and 
borrowed an entire scene to create the 
festival's trailer. 

With new projects on the horizon, in- 
cluding a 3D dance film with the Nation- 
al Film Board, Szporer keeps busy. 

After getting the big news about his 
award, which is usually bestowed upon 
dancers and choreogra phers, he took 
some time to recharge. He found himself 
at a cottage on a lake, with no phone or 
internet. 

“I feel extremely privileged to be doing 
this kind of work. But I made a contract 
with myself to take the month of August 
off.’ he says. 


Those curious about Mouvement 
Perpétuel’s productions can catch 
screenings on Sept. 16, 17 and 22 as part 
of Transatlantique Montreal's Quartiers 
Danses festival. Consult the program 
at quartiersdanses.com/programmation for 
times and locations. 





love of watching a film. It’s about com- 
munion,” Jaros said. 

A few weeks earlier on the other side of 
town, Cinema Politica joined the momen- 
tum created by Eco-Quartier Peter McGill's 
Neighbourhood on the Move block party. 
They screened films over the four Saturdays 
of July on the themes of environment, well- 
being, culture and nutrition. 

From 2 to 11 p.m., citizens took over 
Pierce St. for cultural activities, workshops 
and entertainment designed to create a 
gathering space for residents of the area. 

For more, search for Pigeon 
Hole Renewal on Facebook or visit 
quartierenmouvement.wordpress.com 

— Anna Sarkissian 
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ACADEMY OF MANAGEMENT ANNUAL MEETING COMES TO MONTREAL 


JMSB Professor Gary Johns named Fellow 


Russ COOPER 


When the oldest and largest scholarly 
management association in the world de- 
cides to hold its annual meeting in Mon- 
treal, you can count on Concordia to play 
a significant role in making it successful. 

And that we did. Twenty-nine re- 
searchers and students from Concor- 
dia, not all from the JMSB, shared their 
unique perspective with 9 000 academics 
from 105 countries at the 2010 Annual 
Meeting of the Academy of Management, 
Aug. 6 to 10. 

Among noteworthy accomplishments, 
Management Professor Gary Johns was 
inducted at as a Fellow of the Academy. 
Johns now ranks among the 1% of 19 000 
Academy members named Fellow, and 
only the seventh Canadian to be inducted 
since its inception in 1936. 

He states this nomination, a rigorous 
three-step process, came as a surprise. “It 
was nice to be nominated and even nicer 
to be named a Fellow,’ he says. 

Johns, an organizational psycholo- 
gist and Concordia University Research 
Chair in Management who’ well-known 
for his research on absenteeism, is also a 
Fellow of the Society for the Industrial 
and Organizational Psychology as well as 
the Canadian and American psychologi- 
cal associations. 

Under the theme Dare to Care: Pas- 
sion and Compassion in Management 
Practice and Research, the conference 
presented numerous presentations and 
activities promoting a socially active way 


CHOCOLATE, 
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of conducting business. 

David O’Brien Centre Director Paul 
Shrivastava, Management Professor Ray- 
mond Paquin and PhD candidate Stepha- 
nie Berger organized a tour of Montreal's 
for-profit and non-profit sectors so par- 
ticipants could interact directly with or- 
ganizational leaders who are succeeding 
in implementing sustainable ethics into 
their organizational cultures. 

The bus-metro-walking tour of 33 par- 
ticipants went to social aid organization 
Groupe Litinéraire on De Maisonneuve 
Blvd. E., anti-violence group Leave Out 
Violence (LOVE) Quebec on St. Paul 
St. E., and yoga space Studio Breathe on 
Shearer St. in Point St. Charles. 

Shrivastava also served as chief editor 
for a special issue of L'Itinéraire, a pub- 
lication supporting Montreal's homeless 
population (read it online [PDF]: tinyurl. 
com/38gpg2x). The issue details initia- 
tives in line with the conference's theme; 


CHEESE AND CJLO 


Execs head to Switzerland for International Radio Festival 


Rsistt COOPER 


Program Director Brian Joseph and Head 
Music Director Omar Husain are on their 
way to Zurich to represent CJLO at the 
first International Radio Festival, Sept. 5 
to 11. 

The only Canadian station chosen to 
attend, they'll be showcasing their radio 
skills and knowledge to reps from more 
than 30 international stations during 
the forum to discuss the state of radio 
formats and programming around the 
world. 

The invitation came as a bit of a sur- 
prise to the CJLO folk, who were contact- 
ed by festival organizers this summer. Af- 
ter confirming it was real, and while not 
given a formal reason, Joseph guesses the 
station was recognized for its recent CMJ 
awards, substantial progress in program- 
ming quality, increased visibility through 
community presence and passion for the 
radio art form. 

After flying out and checking into their 
hotel - which the festival is paying for - 
they'll be among five keynote speakers 


during a panel discussion on the chang- 
ing nature of the airwaves. 

“Tm a true believer in the digital music 
market. I think the internet is a beautiful 
hub for discovering music,’ says Joseph, 
stating the digital shift has borne a revi- 
talized connectivity through live shows. 
“Both listeners and musicians realize 
packaging isn’t everything anymore, and 
playing live is a way to create an new feel- 
ing.” 

Other panelists in the discussion will 
include members of East Village Radio in 
New York City, Udande Shanghai, Radio 
One India, 102 FM Tel Aviv and Ghetto 
Radio in Nairobi. 

In June, CJLO was awarded a grant 
from the Community Radio Fund of 
Canada (CRFC) to begin an after-school 
broadcasting program for local high 
school students. (See Journal, June 10, 
2010.) 

Joseph and Husain, who both host 
regular programs on CJLO, will also host 
a special show from the festival, Sept. 
6 from noon to 2 p.m. Montreal time. 
Stream it at internationalradiofestival.com. 


EN 


O’Brien Centre Director Paul Shrivastava in his sixth floor MB Building office, with an copy of 





L'Itinéraire special issue he edited by his right. concorbiA UNIVERSITY 


one of which was the Compassion Proj- 
ect, a collaboration between the Academy 
and YMCA Montreal to make Academy 
members aware of the challenges that ex- 
ist in local communities and the virtue 
of giving back. Within that context, par- 
ticipants learned of the lack of resources 
faced by many social aid groups and were 


encouraged to bring in donations. 

“In total, over $1 000 was raised, 
and clothing and many books were 
donated. The workshop drew in over 
85 entrepreneurs and 35 professors,’ 
says Gwyenth Edwards, a project co- 
organizer and Concordia PhD candidate 
in Administration. 
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From Sept. | to Oct. 16, Concordia alumnus and 
part-time Studio Arts instructor Nelson Henricks will 
hold his first retrospective exhibit in Canada at the Leon- 
ard and Bina Ellen Art Gallery. Curated by Steve Reinke, 
Time will have passed / Le temps aura passé features works 
created between 1994 and 2010, including video projec- 
tions and installations and photographs. 

An illustrated book accompanies the exhibition, with 
an essay by Steve Reinke, video trancripts and texts 
penned by the artist. The opening of the exhibit and book 
launch will take place Wed., Sept. 1 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the gallery, located in the lobby of the J.W. McConnell 
Building (S-LB 165). 

The Outer World screening at 2 p.m. on Sun., Sept. 12 
features films by Henricks, Reinke, Monique Moumblow 
and Colin Campbell, and the Inner Space screening at 2 
p.m. on Sun., Oct. 3 features films by Henricks, Moum- 
blow, Yudi Sewraj, Nikki Forrest and Jackie Gallant. Both 
events are held in the DeSéve Cinema, also in the Mc- 
Connell lobby. A conversation with Henricks and Reinke 
will be moderated by Nicole Gingras on Wed., Sept. 15 at 
the Gallery. 

All events are free of charge. 


FOFA FALL PROGRAM SET TO IMPRESS 


Russ COOPER 


FOFA Gallery Director jake moore didn’t have much of a relaxing summer. Her mag- 
nanimous dedication to art will be much to our benefit. This fall’s programming will be 


one of the strongest programs yet. 


Building on the momentum gathered during Congress, this autumns programming . 
will take a significant inclination towards unconventional education through art. By ad- 
dressing subjects from a number of different angles, moore hopes to encourage investi- 


gation and, in turn, foster a new sense of learning. 


“We're trying to bring in as many conversations as we can that invite other people into 
the gallery, actively engaged in an exchange they may not have had before,” she says. 

Both the first exhibition (from Sept. 7 to Oct. 1) and the second (Oct. 11 to Nov. 5) will 
see nearly every branch of Fine Arts represented and interacting in one way or another, 
“creating a way to experience social history through the idea that art is not a backdrop to 


the conversation, but an active participant-’ 


Get the full fall program with artist and exhibition descriptions at fofagallery.concordia.ca. 
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Every new school year brings two concurrent series of ori- 
entation events for students: one organized by the univer- 
sity administration that focuses on academic success, and 
the other organized by the Concordia Student Union pro- 
moting student life to kick off the school year with a bang. 

The Department of Counselling and Development 
holds a number of events for incoming students, includ- 
ing Discover Concordia and the Start Right Program, 
both aimed at undergraduate students, and the Graduate 
Students’ Orientation. 

Discover Concordia provides an opportunity for 
new students to learn about university resources and ser- 
vices, familiarize themselves with university regulations 
and the campus, meet members of the university com- 
munity and connect with other students. Register here: 
newstudent.concordia.ca/discover.shtml 


Start Right is an orientation program that focuses on - 


academic success through a series of instructional mod- 
ules and information sessions. It is offered in December 
for those beginning in January. newstudent.concordia.ca/ 
startright.shtml 

FAST (Front-line Administrative Services Team) 
will be available in the McConnell Building Atrium and 
the Birks Student Service Centre from Mon., Aug. 30 to 
Thurs., Sept. 30. The FAST can help students with gen- 
eral queries, ID cards, IT issues, OPUS cards and lock- 
ers. Visit the FAST website at fast.concordia.ca for more 
information. 

The Graduate Students’ Orientation is the only 
orientation program for graduate students. The session 
will be held the morning of Fri., Sept. 17. The location 


will be divulged after registration, which is required: 


newstudent.concordia.ca/grad.shtml 

The CSU Orientation 2010, the biggest orien- 
tation event in Canada, features Juno artist of the year 
K’nann, as well as Chromeo and Keys N Krates on Thurs., 
Sept. 9 beginning at 6:30 p.m. on the Loyola Quad. Other 
events, running from Sept. 7 to 17, include barbecues, 
a UNICEF charity soccer tournament, and pep rallies! 
Complete details at orientation.csu.qc.ca 





Before the womens rugby season officially begins, 
our Stingers will play McGill in the Kelly-Anne 
Drummond Cup on Wed., Sept. 8 at 8:30 p.m. at the 
Loyola. Athletics Complex. The game is a memorial to a 
former Stinger slain in 2004. The official women’s rugby 
season starts on Sun., Sept. 12 at 1 p.m. against Ottawa, 
followed by the men’s rugby home opener at 3 p.m. 

The women’s soccer home opener is slated for Fri., 
Sept. 10 at 7 p.m. They will be playing Bishop's University. 

All rugby and soccer games are free of charge. 

The Stingers football home opener will be held Sat., 
Sept. 11 on Loyola Campus. For those unable to attend, 
the game will be broadcast on SRC TV (Société Radio- 
Canada). Tickets ($4-10, children under 12 get in free 
of charge) can be purchased with credit card by calling . 
514-848-2424, ext. 3898. Special group rates are available 
for non-profit organizations, sport groups and schools. 

The men’s and women’s hockey and men’s 
soccer seasons and begins a little later in the semester. 
Please see stingers.ca for full listings and updates. 


CALL FOR HONORARY DEGREE NOMINATIONS 


The Honorary Degree and Convocation Committee (HDCC) is seeking nominations for 
candidates for honorary degrees for consideration at its next meeting. Nominations must be 
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received no later than Sept. 30 to allow their consideration by HDCC in the fall. All nominations 
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To be eligible, a nominee must have sufficient stature and recognition to ensure that the awarding 
of an honorary degree brings credit to Concordia University and to the academic community as 


a whole and upholds the values that lead to the advancement of learning and to the pursuit of 
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In professor Satoshi Ikeda’s ideal world, 
the herb seasoning on the zaatar wraps 
at Al-Taib would be locally sourced and 
organically produced. 

Unused green space at Loyola would 
be converted to farmland, where students 
would develop a connection to the land 
and learn to cultivate wheat and other 
crops for the university's cafeterias. 

Members of the university commu- 
nity would deepen their understanding 
of food systems on campus and further 
afield by being involved in the process. 

Under the guise of the Concordia Food 


Systems Project, a team of concerned — 


students, interns and faculty spent the 
summer studying our food production, 
distribution and consumption patterns. 


ned SS 


“MAYBE FOOD SYSTEMS DON’T 

HAVE TO BE SO OVERWHELMING. 

WE ARE STARTING SMALL 

AND HOPING TO EXPAND. IT’S 

EMPOWERING TO LEARN ABOUT 

HOW TO MAKE AN IMPACT.” 

CHELSEY ANCLIFFE, INTERN — HELPED 

DESIGN BUSINESS PLAN FOR HIVE CAFE 


“Food is the basis for life yet we have 
neglected it so much. We are so detached 
from nature and the farmers who pro- 
duce our food,” says Ikeda, Canada Re- 
search Chair in Political Sociology of 
Global Futures in the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology. He teaches 
courses on globalization and the political 
economy of food, and participates in the 
student-led Food Systems Project initi- 
ated by Sustainable Concordia and the 
Concordia Student Union. Ikeda offered 
the summer internship course which fol- 
lowed the model of problem-based ser- 
vice learning. 

Project coordinator and former sociol- 
ogy student Cameron Stiff says we have 
the opportunity to be leaders in the field. 

“Getting students out there, growing 
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Students dig into food systems at Concordia 
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“PVE ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT ORGANIC AND LOCAL FOOD IS GOOD 
BUT | DIDN’T REALLY UNDERSTAND THE IMPACTS OF THAT. I’VE LEARNED 


SO MUCH. IT’S SUCH A HUGE FIELD” 


MEGAN BENEAT-DONALD, INTERN — WORKED ON UNIVERSITY CASE STUDIES 


food, talking about food, working with 
communities and building a more en- 
gaged academic environment - I think 
that’s the future of education and I'm 
thrilled that Concordia is embracing it,’ 
he says. 

Their aim is to create a dialogue about 
food and make policy recommendations 


to improve food sustainability. Concor- 
dia’s own environmental policy, passed 
by the Board of Governors in Oct. 2007, 
states that the university is “committed to 
responsible environmental stewardship 
through all the university's activities and 
functions.’ 

The team is looking into fundamental 





Herbal and medicinal tea seedlings are sprouting behind Hingston Hall. It may 
seem an unlikely place to find organic mint, lemon balm and chamomile taking 
root, but human environment grads Lennard Fruehling and Graham Calder saw 


the potential. 


“It’s been sitting there for years collecting dust. We decided to plant some seeds 


and let them grow,” Calder says. 


Phase one of the Loyola Farm Project is now underway. Calder, an expert in 
permaculture, also known as sustainable land use design, has been gardening since 
“before he could walk.” Calder and Fruehling are overseeing the project with help 


from Concordia Food Systems volunteers. 


When they aren’t building raised beds or planting new growth, they have been 
offering workshops on brewing fertilizer, no-dig gardens and sustainable tech- 
niques. Despite a major setback when an outside company cut a poplar down 
over the bed, damaging much of the garden, the team is moving ahead and should 


be steeping fragrant leaves in no time. 


For details or to get involved, email graham.calder@gmail.com. 


— Anna Sarkissian 
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Many shared their experience at a recent 

get together with students involved in the 
Concordia Food Systems Project. The project 
encouraged his students to get their hands 
dirty, cultivate relationships with local farmers 
and find out more about the food they 


CONSUME. CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


“IT’S GREAT TO BE SURROUNDED 
BY PEOPLE WHO HAVE HOPE. | 
CAN’T WAIT UNTIL THE HIVE CAFE 
OPENS. I'M GOING TO BE THERE 
WITH BELLS ON.” 
HEATHER NAGY, PEOPLE’S POTATO 
GARDEN COORDINATOR 


“I WANTED TO ENCOURAGE THE 
INTERDISCIPLINARY ASPECT OF 
FOOD AT CONCORDIA. FOOD 
REPRESENTS OUR DIRECT 
PHYSICAL RELATIONSHIP 

WITH THE ENVIRONMENT.” 


ROBYN REES, INTERN — CREATED ONLINE 
RESOURCE DATABASE 





Satoshi Ikeda CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


questions like: Who sells food? What pol- 
icies guide food purchases? Where does 
food come from? Is it safe and healthy? 
How much does food cost? How are food 
wastes processed? 

Members of the administration have 
praised the ideas proposed so far and 
are receptive to new projects. A group 
of students are working with Alex Oster, 
former CSU VP Sustainability, to devel- 
op a business plan to transform Loyola's 
Hive Café into a student-run, sustainable 
eatery. Others have been busy compar- 
ing Concordia’s food system to six other 
post-secondary institutions including 
Yale and McGill. A new tea garden has 
been planted to supply local organic teas 
(see sidebar for more). 

Find out more about the Concordia 
Food Systems Project, their various ini- 
tiatives and the Harvest Festival on Sept. 
15 at concordiafoodsystem.blogspot.com 
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STUDENTS TAKE A 


T THE 





KAREN HERLAND 


While most students look forward to long, hot summer days loung- 
ing poolside, some students see the season as an opportunity to learn 
more. 

For the past 17 years, a small group of experts in generative gram- 
mar, a specialized field of linguistics, have held a summer school in 
Eastern Europe. 

Each year, about 130 students spend a couple of weeks of their 
summer vacation, and their travel budgets, on the opportunity to at- 
tend the Eastern European Generative Grammar (EGG) and engage 
in lively exchange with about a dozen volunteer professors who are 
emerging or established experts in the field. 

“I was talking with another professor there this summer who said 
‘the students who come here are not normal,’ joked Charles Reiss, a 
professor in the department of Classics, Modern Languages and Lin- 
guistics who attended his third EGG this year. 
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"THERE WERE ONLY ABOUT EIGHT 
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Oriana Kilbourn-Ceron went with Reiss and three other Concor- 
dia students to this summer’s school in Constanta, Romania on the 
Black Sea. She combined a visit to her father in Paris with the non- 
credit program. Shed heard about the EGG in Reiss’s classes “he's 
like an ambassador for the program,’ and decided to apply at the last 
minute. “It’s only 100 euros for two weeks of room and board and the 
school,” she said. 

Reiss says that the shoestring operation, held in smaller schools 
with participants living in dorms, is an incredible opportunity to 
network with those interested in the theoretical linguistics model 
developed by Noam Chomsky in the 1950s. The model links brain 


i 


Sabrina Matyiku (above left) had the opportunity to meet Noam Chomsky 
at a conference last year. His research led to the theoretical foundation of 
generative linguistics At right, photos taken by Matyiku to illustrate the book 
Reiss recently co-wrote with professor Daniela Isac. 


function to language acquisition suggesting that thought patterns are 
directly linked to syntax. 

“It was intended to give Eastern European students access to a par- 
ticular field in linguistics,” said Kilbourn-Ceron. “There were only 
about eight North Americans there and we learned about a complete- 
ly different approach to a very specialized field.” 

The school was started by a group of linguists who work at the Uni- 
versity of Tromso in Norway. “They've developed this field, nanosyn- 
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Linguistics professor Charles Reiss (left) stands with Oriana Kilbourn-Ceron, 
Christian Mutikainen, Sabina Matyiku, and Laurence Petitclerc on an amphibious 
vehicle created at the university in Constanta. ED 





tax, in the last five or six years,” said Kilbourn-Ceron of the unique oppor- 
tunity. “It’s really exciting to be part of something so new.’ She intends to 
build on the knowledge she gained at the EGG to develop her final honours 
project in her last year at Concordia. 

“I made a lot of new friends and was able to invite one of the EGG teach- 
ers, an MIT graduate student, to come give a talk at Yale, where I am cur- 
rently working on my PhD? said Sabina Matyiku, who also attended the 
EGG this summer. 

“I’ve wanted to go to the EGG ever since taking my first linguistics course 
at Concordia, five years ago,” said Matyiku. The school's presence in Roma- 
nia this year allowed her to uncover her personal history as well. “It was 
nice to visit my grandma and childhood home as well as go to school by 
the sea in the same trip’ | 

As an undergraduate, Matyiku worked with Reiss on photography and 
graphic design for I-Language: An Introduction to Linguistics as Cognitive 
Science, the book on the field he co-wrote with Daniela Isac, also of CMLL. 
The volume was published by Oxford University Press in 2008. 

Isac and Reiss are married. They happened to meet in Hungary in 1998, 
the first year they both attended the EGG. 





